ACTIVITIES & HANDOUTS | SECONDARY

MAJLIS AROUND
THE WORLD

Subject: Social Studies, Moral
Education, Humanities,
Entrepreneurship, Arts & Design

Years: Cycle 3/ Secondary

b Po SCHOBE « CONNECTING MINDS
oA UAE FROM PARTICIPATION
TO HOSTING

Visit schools.expo2020dubai.com to download these resources.



http://schools.expo2020dubai.com

WHAT IS A MAJLIS?

MAJLIS THROUGH HISTORY

Majlis is an Arabic term for “the sitting place”.
Historically, a Majlis was a space for tribes to
gather in one place and discuss events and
challenges pertaining to their community. It
was a place to connect, identify challenges, and
come up with solutions that serve the tribe.

More recently, Majlis has widened the circle
to not only include families, but also friends,
and people from other communities from
different backgrounds and cultures. It's known
as an informal space for friends and families
to gather, connect, discuss various topics,

and enjoy their time together. Today, digital
technology and communication brings the
world much closer together. However, some
might argue that technology can also separate
us. When everyone is busy with their phones
and computers, are they really connected?

MAJLIS AND CONNECTION

Sometimes the best way to connect and
discuss might be to simply sit together and
listen with an open mind. An ideal setting for
such discussions is the Majlis. Participating in
Majlis helps us to reflect on:

How can we have meaningful
conversations?
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How can we challenge ourselves to seek to
understand versus judge people who have
different views, beliefs, opinions, etc.

How can we connect through our
differences to find solutions to some
challenges we are facing today?

MAJLIS AND HERITAGE

In 2015, the UN cultural organisation, UNESCO,
added the Majlis to its Intangible Cultural
Heritage register, recognising Majlis as one of
the world's great cultural treasures along with
gahwa (Arabic coffee) and Al Rafza traditional
dance. UNESCO described the Majlis as "open
to all people” and “playing an important role
in the transfer of oral heritage”.

Majlis helps to connect minds and create the
future — just like Expo 2020 aims to do.
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Find out more:

https:/www.thenational.ae/uae/the-uae-Majlis-
a-treasure-to-be-cherished-1.204083

https:/worldinconversation.ora/

https:/www.expo2020dubai.com/en/World-
Maijlis/World-Majlis#vision

https:/ich.unesco.org/en/RL/Majlis-a-cultural-
and-social-space-01076



https://www.thenational.ae/uae/the-uae-majlis-a-treasure-to-be-cherished-1.204083
https://www.thenational.ae/uae/the-uae-majlis-a-treasure-to-be-cherished-1.204083
https://worldinconversation.org/
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/en/World-Majlis/World-Majlis#vision
https://www.expo2020dubai.com/en/World-Majlis/World-Majlis#vision
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/Majlis-a-cultural-and-social-space-01076
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/Majlis-a-cultural-and-social-space-01076
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